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in the one omnipresent and eternally acting 'Spirit'. Indivi-
duals, societies, nations, and races have a meaning only so far
as they are expressions of this one-and-all being. 'Spirit' lives
in a state of perpetual creative activity; its life is history; in its
fullest expression it is thought. Thinking about things, present,
past, or future, is bringing them into being; therefore not only
science and metaphysics but also metaphysics and history in the
making share in the same nature: 'Spirit' which is expressing
itself, creating itself in, for example, Gentile's logical or political
utterances, is making history as much as when it brings about
the Persian Empire or lets Newton's apple fall from the tree.
All a priori rules, and all scientific laws which are supposed to
remain unchangeable are in fact subordinated to the ever-
changing 'Spirit', which carries into the light the Ptolemaic
system as well as the Copernican heliocentrism, the arithmetical
mysticism of the Pythagoreans as well as Einstein's relativity.
Human activities which seem to be different from thought
itself are but disguised or incomplete forms of thought. Apart
from thought in its fullest, explicit form, i.e., philosophy in the
making, Gentile recognizes religion and art as conditionally
independent activities. Religion can be described as the state of
mind of one who has not yet found that there is nothing outside
the * Spirit' in which he has his own existence, and who contrasts
himself with this outside being, or force, or intelligence, i.e.,
God, and feels himself subject to this limitation. Art, on the
other hand, is as it were the working power of one who merely
expresses himself, without realizing in an explicit way that his
life as an individual is nothing more than the life, in him, of
* Spirit*; he lends words to a universal feeling, positing it as
individual experience, without linking it with the rational fact
that it cannot be individual without being universal; if he did
so, he would write a philosophical essay, not a poem.
The 'Spirit''is totally free in its actions and thoughts as
nothing exists outside it which might hamper it or condition it.
Spontaneous activity is one and the same thing as life and history.
Any attempt to assert a limitation in this perpetual self-determina-
tion would fail, because it implies a contradiction; any rule or law
that might be supposed to direct the life of * Spirit' would be
nothing but empty words. On the other hand, this absolute
freedom is a quality (Gentile might say the substance itself) of
*Spirit', considered in its whole. The individual man, as he is
thought of by the uninitiated, is free only so far as he recognizes
his unavoidable connexion with the whole of reality, and accepts
(realizes) the will of this all-being. If he wants to be free, the
individual man must raise himself to the level of ' Spirit'; other-